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If the believer follows out all the number and variety of
rak'ahs required and recommended, he will repeat the same
formula seventy-five times in a day!* A Syrian Moslem
has the advantage over his coreligionists in all other parts
of Asia, except Arabia, in that his oft-repeated prayers are
uttered in his mother-tongue. Mohammed gloried in his
Arabic Koran, just because it was in the speech of the com-
mon people, but his successors guard jealously this Arabic
Koran from translation, even such parts as enter into the
daily devotions of millions of Moslems, in China and India,
who cannot understand what they are repeating! Dr.
Zwemer estimates that three-fourths of the Mohammedan
world pray five times daily in an unknown tongue.2

Every prayer to be acceptable must begin with a formal
declaration. The exact wording varies with the education
of the worshipper, but the sentiment should be expressed
in some such words as, " I have purposed to pray to Al-
mighty God (say) two fardh rak'ahs at this present noon,
a duty which I owe to Almighty (rod, facing toward the
Holy Ka'aba." After this declaration the man invalidates
his prayer if he interrupts it to answer a question, and this
cannot be done unless ho first turns to the right and left,
addressing the words, "Peace be upon you," to the inhabi-
tants of the spirit world. lie then must begin afresh with
the declaration. After uttering the first ejaculation, "God
is great/' the prayer is invalidated if for more than three
times the worshipper relaxes the prescribed positions of
the hands, in wiping off perspiration, or brushing off a fly.
The prayer actually begins with the repetition of the fat'-
hah, or first chapter of the Koran, which has been called
the Lord's Prayer of Islam, so constantly is it uttered: "In
the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful, Praise
be to (Jod, the Lord of the Worlds, the Compassionate, the
Merciful, King of the Day of Judgment! Thee we worship,

1 See the article, "Prayer," in Hughcs'H "Dictionary of I,slam," where
the number of xuk'fths to be said at different tinuiB in given with illus-
trations of all the postures, and full text of the ritual.

2 "Islam: A Challenge to Faith," p. 104, by S. M. Zwemer (New
York, 1910).